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SECRETARY OF NTATE’S OFFICE, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 
November 8, 1858. 


His Excellency, Ertas N. Conway, 
Governor of the State of Alanas: 


Sm—The Secretary of State, as ex-officio Commissioner of 
Common Schools, is required by law, to make a report to the 
governor, of the condition of schools in the state. The reports 
of the county commissioners to me are presumed to furnish the 
information upon which my report to your excellency is foun- 
ded, and they having failed to make their annual reports to me, 
I address this to you, not as a report, but rather as an explana- 
tion of the cause why I am not able to make one. Some few 
of the county commissioners have made their reports to me; 
from which] learn that there are twelve common schools in the 
state; these are in three counties only, being those-from which ` 
any thing like a regular report has been received from the 
county commissioners. 

The. almost total inattention, manifested by the county com- 
missioners, to the plain provisions of the law, is the cause of. 
much embarrassment in the practical operation of the law 


establishing the common school system. The office of county 


school commissioner, I am led to believe, is sought, not from a 
desire to promote the objects for which it was established, or 
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from any zeal felt in thé cause of education. The failure of our 


common school system, f do not think, is attributable so much 


to any intrinsic defect, in the law, as from the total disr egard of -° 


its requirements s shown by many of the officers entrusted with . 
its enforcement. ~ x 
There should be additional checks enacted for. the preserva- 
tion of the school fund; as in some counties there has been 
much difficulty in having a fair settlement with those to whose 
hands it has been confided. Tdo hope to see something done 
to.arouse the public mind frum the apathy that pervades it at 
present, on the subject of education, and that the authorities of 
the state may be awakened to a united and. effectual effort in 
behalf of common schools. ; 
; Respectfully, 
D. B. GREER, Sec’y of State, 

- and ex-officio State Comm. of Com. Schools. 
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